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Hi, everyone!
Welcome to another year of excellent birding and good company with the Twin Lakes Audubon Society. Our first meeting is 8 September at our usual location (see map in this newsletter). Our current slate of officers and board members is: Gil Eckrich (President), Phil Erven (Vice-president), Teresa Erven (Secretary), Sabrina Nicholson (Treasurer), Liz Cowan (Board Member), Randy Pinkston (Board Member), and Carol Ann Wadley (Board Member).  
Our first field trip will be 12 September to Fort Hood, concentrating on the exposed flats where Cowhouse Creek becomes Lake Belton. Because of the ongoing drought and steady release of water by the Brazos River Authority (BRA) from Belton Lake, previously inundated mudflats are being exposed, becoming prime foraging habitat for shore birds and waders. Although the focus will on water-related birds, we will also look for migrating songbirds in the willows and in riparian corridors along the lake. Take a look at our TLAS website, twinlakesaudubon.org , to see what we can expect to see there. Our first speaker for this year, Jeremy Nikolai, will give a presentation on the Brazos River Authority, its history, and its role. We are always looking for speakers and we can’t expect to have a foremost National Geographic photographer show up at a meeting, as happened in May.
Fall migration has been well under way, and we can expect to see more interesting birds here in Central Texas. Mottled ducks, wood storks, brown pelican, swallow-tailed kite, and Caspian tern are just some of the rare and unusual birds seen in recent weeks. If you spot any birds that you deem unusual and/or interesting, please notify Rich or Gil for posting on our website and for inclusion in the monthly summaries that Rich has been maintaining since June 2007. A review of what was reported during the same time frame in earlier years can lead you to some good birding and also give everyone a better idea what to expect, or not. You are also encouraged to log on http://ebird.org/content/tx/ to enter your observations into the ebird data base. Citizen science is important and was a vital source of data for the Audubon Society’s list of America’s most imperiled birds. 
So, grab some snacks, friends and your annual TLAS dues and we will see you on Tuesday, 8 September in Room 117, York Science Center, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor! As always, please feel free to make observations and recommendations to improve our chapter, our activities, and our website.
PRESENTATIONS AND FIELD TRIPS
Unless otherwise noted, the contact for programs and field trips is Gil Eckrich; Cell: 254-534-0061, Email gil.eckrich@att.net .

08 Sep 2008: Jeremy Nikolai, biologist for the BRA, will talk on the history, function, and importance of the BRA to all of us, and wildlife, in Central Texas. 
14 Oct 2008: TBA
11 Nov 2008: TBA
08 Dec 2008: Christmas Bird Count planning and Christmas party

13 Jan 2010: TBA

10 Feb 2010: TBA.
March 2010: NO MEETING

13 Apr 2010: Dr. Fred Gelbaugh, on a topic in which he is an acknowledged leader, Screech Owls.
May 2010: Membership slide show and annual business meeting, including election of officers and board member.
Field Trips

12 Sep 2009: Fort Hood – concentrating on waders and shorebirds where Cowhouse Creek enters Lake Belton.  Directions to Ft. Hood from I-35 (all distances are cumulative): Coming from intersection of I-35 and HWY 190, turn right onto Loop 121 and drive north. Go 2.4 miles and turn left onto Sparta Rd at the second traffic light. Continue driving west, going through a stop sign at 5.4 miles. At a distance of 7.4 miles you will drive over a cattle guard - you are now on Fort Hood (Sparta road is now called North Nolan Road). Continue driving on the same road and past a sign to Belton Lake Outdoor Recreation Area (BLORA) at 7.5 miles. After 12.9 total miles you will come upon an intersection with a tank trail/improved dirt road. Turn right and *immediately* turn right again onto a large concrete pad where we will meet.

17 October 2009: Open – SUGGESTIONS, PLEASE!
14 November 2009: TBA
19 December 2009: Christmas Bird Count – EVERYONE welcome, and needed. NOTE: Official CBC dates have not yet been announced.
16 January 2010: TBA

13 February 2010: Afternoon/evening trip to Fort Hood’s west range to observe burrowing owl(s), other raptors, and sparrows. This was a very successful field trip in 2009, and is thus on the 2010 schedule.
13 or 20 March 2010: TBA

April 2010: High Island!!! Date to be determined, soon! Will be important to make reservations for overnight accommodations.
15 May 2010: TBA
Snack and Drink Sign-up

                                       Snacks                                                              Drinks & Ice
08 Sep                        Everyone                                                             Gil Eckrich

13 Oct
10 Nov
08 Dec                       CHRISTMAS PARTY – EVERYONE BRING SOMETHING!
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BIRDS SEEN/BIRDS HEARD

For up-to-date reports of bird sightings, go to the TLAS website!

http://twinlakesaudubon.org/
On 24 Aug Gil Eckrich reported the following birds from the area on Fort Hood where TLAS will have its first field trip for the season: Blue-winged Teal 11; Brown Pelican 1; Great Blue Heron     11; Great Egret 21; Snowy Egret 3; Little Blue Heron 2; Tricolored Heron 1; Green Heron 9; Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 2; Black Vulture 35; Turkey Vulture     5; Osprey 1; Red-tailed Hawk 3; Killdeer 11; Black-necked Stilt 1; Spotted Sandpiper 5; Solitary Sandpiper 1; Greater Yellowlegs 1; Lesser Yellowlegs     2; Stilt Sandpiper 2; Caspian Tern 1; Belted Kingfisher 1; Lark Sparrow 3.
Randy Pinkston reports that at sundown on 22 August he saw the following birds at Union Grove WMA on Stillhouse Hollow Lake: Neotropic Cormorant...(4) Double-crested Cormorant...(4)...FOS, Blue-winged Teal (mostly)(100+) some Green-winged undoubtedly mixed in, Northern Shoveler...(20+) Black-bellied Plover...(1)...alternate plumage...gorgeous bird! Semipalmated Plover...(1) Killdeer...(12+) Greater Yellowlegs...(7) Lesser Yellowlegs...(10) Solitary Sandpiper...(2) Willet...(5) Semipalmated Sandpiper...(10) Western Sandpiper...(3) Least Sandpiper...(30+) Baird's Sandpiper...(1) Pectoral Sandpiper...(8)...FOS for me here Stilt Sandpiper...(4) Ring-billed Gull 6), FOS Least Tern...(2)...both HY birds Black Tern...(8)
PLEASE report your sightings for inclusion!
 Twin Lakes Audubon Society Membership 

Local Membership Only –2009-2010

Join now!  Make checks payable to Twin Lakes Audubon Society.  Send  check with this form to:  Carol Wadley, Twin Lakes Audubon Membership Chair,  3415 Whispering Oaks,  Temple, TX 76504.
�        $15   1 year                 

       

Name ___________________Phone ________
Address________________________________
 City___________________________State________Zip_______
Email__________________________________
                                                         

Date_________________________    
                                 

Check any areas where you would like to help:
     Newsletter ___     Photography ____
     Membership___   Communication ____
      Lead field trip ___   Fund Raising ___

     
      Speaker/Activities Leader  (clubs, churches, schools, scout  groups ,etc)  ________

      
     Citizen science _______

 

     Programs _______________

 

     Bird Surveys ___________________

 

     Snacks  _______ 

     

     Computer skills (labels etc) ______
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Temple TX 76504






Return Service Requested




September 2009








NON-PROFIT ORG.





U.S. POSTAGE PAID





TEMPLE, TEXAS





PERMIT NO. 144




















OFFICERS/CHAIRS





President:  Gil Eckrich


    Tel: 254-939-5786


Vice President: Phil Erven


Secretary: Teresa Erven


Treasurer: Sabrina Nicholson


Membership: Carol Ann Wadley


Newsletter: Gil Eckrich 


      gil.eckrich@att.net


Hospitality: Shirley Beyer


Finance: Sandy Lowry


Directors: Liz Cowan


                 Randy Pinkston�                Carol Ann Wadley


Chapter Reps: Joye & Corky Johnson








Meetings


7:00 p.m., second Tuesday of the month in Room 117, York Science Center, University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, Belton (No meetings March, June, July or August).














